88    CONFESSIONS OK A YOUNG  MAN
'Any conditions.' *IIo who in respited must servo as executioner to the others,1 (ireut is flu* doom; you understand; but after all the name muni be waved. Then in the family council the father goes to bin youngest son and says, "I have been a good father to you, my son; I have always been a kind father, have 1 nott answer me; I have never refused you anything. Now you will not fail us, you will prove yourself worthy of flu* great name you hear. Remember your great ancestor who defeated the Moors, remember.''? (YHliers strives to get in u little local colour, but his knowledge of Sjmnish numes and history is limited, and ho in u certain sense fails.) "Then tho mother comes to her son and says, *My son, I have been u good mother, 1 have always loved you; nay you will not de.sert UH in this hour of our groat need.5 Then tho little sister eomos, and tho whole family kneels down and appeals to tho horror-stricken boy. . „.
" 4llo will not prove himself unworthy of our name/ cries tho father. *Now% my son, rourage, take the axo firmly, do what I ask you, courage, ntrtko straight.* Tho father's head fulls into tho Huwdmtt, the blood all over tho white board; then OOWOH tho elclor brother, and then another brother; and then, oh, the little sister was almost moro than he could hour, and the mother had to whisper, * Homember your promise to your father, to your dend fufhitr.1 Tim mother laid liar head on tho block, liut ho con Id not strike. *Bo not tho firat coward of our numo, strike;ng. But they don't know the man of iron is determined to make a terrible example, and they cory,
